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Aug 27 
Sept 6-15 
Sept 21 
Oct 2 
Oct 7 
Oct 8 
Oct 10 
Oct 16 
Oct 19 
Oct 25-27 
Nov 8-9 
Nov 12 
Nov 13 
Dec 7 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 
2019-2020 

VPA Evening Recital/Meeting 
Theatre Mamma Mia 
Lehrer Dance 
VPA Recital 
Orchestra Concert 
Tri-M Inductions 
Orchestra Concert 
Orchestra Jamboree 
Dance Carolyn Dorfman 
Theatre Cul-de-sac 
Theatre 33 Variations 
Tri-M Showcase 
VPA Recital 
Dance Winter Wonderland 

 

PAC 7PM 
PAC 7PM 
PAC 6:30PM 
PAC 1:20PM 
PAC 7PM 
PAC 7PM 
PAC 7PM 
NC 1:30PM 
PAC 7:30PM 
ST          7PM 
PAC 7PM 
PAC 7PM 
PAC 1:20PM 
PAC 7PM 

Dec 10 Chorus Winter Concert PAC 7PM 
Dec 12 Band Winter Concert PAC 7PM 
Dec 13-15 Theatre Much Ado About Nothing ST 7PM 
Dec 16 Orchestra Winter Concert PAC 7PM 
Jan 10-12 Celebration of Dance Master-classes PAC 7PM 
Jan 15 VPA Recital PAC 1:20PM 
Feb 5 VPA Recital PAC 1:20PM 
Feb 13-16 Theatre Hello Dolly PAC 7PM 
March 11 VPA Recital PAC 1:20PM 
March 12 Chorus Benefit Concert PAC 7PM 
March 28 Elements of Dance PAC 7PM 
April 1-3 Annual Film Festival PAC 7PM 
April 25 Dance Showcase ST 2PM 
April 24-26 Theatre Vanya, Sonia, Masha & Spike PAC 7PM 
April 28 Chorus Spring Concert PAC 7PM 
April 30 Night of Jazz PAC 7PM 
May 5 Orchestra Spring Concert PAC 7PM 
May 7 Band Spring Concert PAC 7PM 
May 11 VPA Senior Recital Rehearsal PAC 2:30PM 
May 12 VPA Senior Recital PAC 7PM 

 



VPA FACULTY 
MAGNET COORDINATOR 

Nicole Nasrallah 

ART 
Constance Bender Kara Dobrowolski 
Abigail Callaway Kerianna Doyley 

Scott Clapper Steve Haugrud 
Karen Martinez Guerrero 

 
DANCE 

Kathy Follensbee 
 

 
Raine Allen 
Brad Carman 
Isiah Maxey 
Jane Moore 

MUSIC  
Nicole Nasrallah 
James Patrick 
Jackson Pinder 
Charles Watford 

 

THEATRE 
Jeff Perino  Sarah Clark 

Jason Whitehead 
 

TV/FILM PRODUCTION 
Robert Giguere 

 
 

THE ARTS ADVANTAGE 
There is a direct correlation between improved SAT scores and the 

length of time spent studying the arts. Those who studied the arts four or 
more years scored 53 points higher on verbal and 39 points higher on 
math portions of the SAT than students with no course work or experience 
in the arts. 

–The College Board 
 

Research has shown that students who participate in music are 52% 
more likely to go on to college and graduate, and that they have higher 
levels of self-esteem, discipline, analytical and cognitive skills, and ability 
to work in a team environment…The creation of art forms requires the use 
of judgment, perceptivity, ingenuity, and purpose – in a word, intelligence. 

–Eliot Eisner, Stanford University 



Contact these Program Coordinators 
At 407-355-3200 

 
Visual Arts Program 

Kara Dobrowolski 
Ext. 6052203 kara.dobrowolski@ocps.net 

 
Dance Program 
Kathy Follensbee 

Ext. 6052273 katherine.follensbee@ocps.net 
 

Music Program – Band 
Charles Watford 

Ext. 6053209 charles.watford@ocps.net 
 

Music Program – Orchestra 
Raine Allen 

Ext. 6052667 raine.allen@ocps.net 
 

Music Program – Voice 
Isiah Maxey 

Ext. 6053275 isiah.maxey@ocps.net 
 

Theatre Program 
Jason Whitehead 

Ext. 6053293 jason.whitehead@ocps.net 
 

Television Production Program 
Robert Giguere 

Ext. 6052280 robert.giguere@ocps.net 
 

Or contact the VPA Magnet Coordinator 
Nicole Nasrallah 
407-355-3280 

nicole.nasrallah@ocps.net 
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Dr. Phillips High School 
 

Visual and Performing Arts 
Magnet Program 

 
 

The Visual and Performing Arts Magnet 
Program offers what can be the most exciting 
educational experience you may ever have! We 
believe the arts are vital to a rich and rewarding 
life, and together we will strive to develop the 
artistic talents and abilities that you exhibited in 
audition. 

 
 

The VPA Magnet is a special educational 
program for which you have met specific and 
stringent admission requirements. It is a privilege 
to be a magnet student, a privilege which 
demands your highest efforts. Your enrollment in 
the program is contingent upon your maintaining 
the high expectations of an arts magnet student. 
These expectations are outlined in this handbook. 

 
 

It is important that you take special care to 
read and understand the contents of this 
handbook, for it contains the regulations and 
requirements to which you will be held. If you 
have further questions about the program, contact 
the appropriate program coordinator listed on the 
inside cover. 

 
 

This handbook supersedes any previous 
handbooks for all grade levels. 



VPA OPPORTUNITIES 
Dr. Phillips High School is the ideal location for Orange County’s 

Visual and Performing Arts Magnet. Amidst numerous performance 
companies, the VPA Magnet enjoys opportunities not afforded to most 
high schools. Local corporations – including Walt Disney World, 
Universal Studios Florida, and Hard Rock Live – have provided support 
and performance opportunities. The Magnet traditionally hosts an 
Artists-in-Residence week in the fall, bringing nationally known artists to 
the school to work and perform directly with students. Additionally, each 
strand offers special opportunities that enhance students’ education and 
experience. 

 

The VISUAL ARTS strand exposes students to a wide variety of media over the 
course of four years. Students will build knowledge in the areas of ceramics, 
digital arts, drawing, painting, photography, Photoshop, portfolio development, 
silk screen printing, and more. Our visual artists will have the chance to go on 
art related field trips including museum visits in Orlando and St. Petersburg and 
local art related workshops. Magnet students will become members of the 
National Art Honor Society and gain volunteer hours that can be used towards 
the Bright Futures Scholarship Program. The Visual Arts strand invites many 
distinguished colleges to visit the students in the classroom to speak with them 
about portfolio development, admissions, and scholarships. Students are 
encouraged to enter their work in numerous local and state shows and 
competitions, frequently winning top awards. During their junior and senior 
year, all art magnet students take Advanced Placement Studio Art, for which 
they can earn college credit. 

 
The DANCE strand offers professional training in special two-period 
blocks. Students study various dance styles, including ballet, modern, 
and jazz, with an emphasis on performance. In addition to technique, 
students study the history and aesthetics of dance, choreography, 
improvisation and health. A working relationship with the Dance 
Department of Valencia College allows students in the junior/senior 
block to earn dual-enrollment college credits. Students have 3-4 week 
long residencies during the year and partner with the professional 
modern company, Lehrer Dance and YOW Dance. The dance strand 
presents four mainstage concerts annually as well as other dance 
performance opportunities presented by the DPHS dance company, 
“Dance in Motion.” 



The MUSIC strand - consisting of band, orchestra, chorus, keyboard, 
and electronic music – enters district and state festivals, consistently 
scoring superior ratings. Our modern facilities include a sound studio, 
two keyboard labs, and a sophisticated electronic MIDI music classroom, 
the last offering immense opportunity for music composition. Ample 
performance opportunities are provided in the many concerts held 
throughout the year. All Music Magnet students take Advanced 
Placement Music Theory, for which they can earn college credit. 

 
MUSIC VPA Music Magnet students are required to take one music 
performance class each year and one music academic class each year. 
Grade 9 

Music Performance I (Band, Chorus, or Orchestra) 
VPA Keyboard I- 1301360 (Advanced students might test out of this 

class and be placed in VPA Music Theory.) 
Grade 10 

Music Performance II 
VPA Music Theory- 1300300 

Grade 11 
Music Performance III 
Music Technology and Sound Engineering I (VPA) - 

1304300(Music History & Electronic Music I) 
Grade 12 

Music Performance IV 
AP Music Theory- 1300330 

 
THEATRE VPA Theatre Magnet students take a required acting class 
and a second theatre elective each year. For graduation, they must have 
four theatre electives which must include two credits in Stagecraft and two 
credits in Theatrical Directing. If there is room in their schedules, electives 
are also offered in Playwriting and Musical Theatre. 
Grade 9 

Acting I- 0400370 
Stagecraft I- 0400410 

Grade 10 
Acting II- 0400380 
Stagecraft II-0400420 

Grade 11 
Acting III- 0400390 
Theatrical Directing I- 0400500 

Grade 12 
Acting IV- 0400400 
Theatrical Directing II- 0400407 



TV PRODUCTION 

Grade 9 
Digital Video Tech VPA I- 8772410/Drama I- 0400310 
OR Theatre I- 

Grade 10 
TV Production VPA II- 8772420/Journalism I- 13006300 OR Digital 

Design- 8209510 OR Communications Tech/Graphic Arts-8601010 
Grade 11 

TV Production VPA III-8772430 AND TV Production VPA IV- 8772440 
Grade 12 

TV Production VPA V- 8772450 Mandatory 



VPA MAGNET PRE-ARRANGED ABSENCE 
Name Today’s date   

 

Student #    

This form must be completed before the event. 

This is a pre-arranged absence for VPA Magnet students only. Students 
may apply for no more than three days per grading period. The student 
must be in good standing in the VPA program in order to apply for this 
absence. The purpose is to provide Field Trip status to this type of 
absence since it is professional work. 
This form must be signed by all parties involved in order to be accepted 
by the attendance office. If a shoot extends beyond three days, the 
worksite should be responsible for on-location education. This form 
will no longer be valid after the three-day period. 
All assignments must be requested in advance and completed/turned in 
upon the student’s return to school. 

 
1. Fill out and sign this section: 

Name of professional work   
Date(s) of event_    
Parent’s signature    
Student’s signature    

2. Next, obtain your classroom teachers’ signatures: 
1 4   
2 5   
3 6   

7   
 

3. Obtain signature of VPA Director, Ms. Nasrallah, VPA Office, 
and Room 01-134. 
  , VPA Director 

 
This form must be submitted in advance to your grade level 
attendance office or absence will be considered unexcused. 



VPA COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
2019 -2020 

Students must take the following courses in the year indicated, in 
addition to fulfilling Florida state graduation requirements. (VPA 
requirements are subject to change due to teacher allocation, student 
numbers, 8th period availability, etc.) 

 
ART VPA Art Magnet Students are required to take two art classes each 
year. 
Grade 9 

VPA Drawing I FY- 01014340 
VPA Ceramics I FY- 0102300 

Grade 10 
VPA Painting I FY- 0104370 
Communication Technology/Graphic Arts I FY 8601010 

Grade 11 
AP Drawing- 0104300, AP 2D-Design- 0109350, Ceramics Hons 

FY- 010220, Portfolio 
Communication Technology/Graphic Arts II FY 8601020 

Grade 12 
AP Drawing- 0104300,AP 2D-Design- 0109350 or AP 3D-Design- 

0109360 
Communication Technology/Graphic Arts III FY 8601030 

Three courses of graphic arts can be used towards qualifying students 
for Gold Seal scholarships. 

 
DANCE VPA Dance Magnet Students are required to take two dance 
classes each year, offered in two-period blocks.* 
Grade 9 

Dance Rep I- 0300400/Ballet I- 0300340/8th period by invitation-0300380 
Grade 10 

Dance Rep II-0300410/Ballet II- 0300350/8th period by invitation-0300320 
Grade 11 

Dance Rep III- 0300420 /Ballet III- 0300360 
Choreography 8th period by invitation-0300330 

Grade 12 
Dance Rep IV- 0300430/Ballet IV- 0300370 
Choreography 8th period by invitation-0300334 

Dance course work requires daily physical participation. Any students 
unable to meet this standard for more than a semester (due to illness, 
rehab, etc.) will be removed from the dance magnet program. A working 
relationship with Valencia College for students in 9th, 10th, 11th or 12th grade 
gives students the opportunity to earn dual-enrollment college credits 
through the College. 



VPA OPPORTUNITIES 
The THEATRE strand has produced three Presidential Scholars in the 
Arts, perhaps the most prestigious national arts award in the country. 
Students are frequently named finalists for the NFAA Scholarships. Each 
year 4-6 major productions include a classical drama and at least one 
musical. DP Theatre students have earned international recognition, 
including 4 productions at the International Fringe Festival in Scotland; 
last year students traveled to Florence, Italy to work on the GLOBAL 
THEATRE PROJECT and studied with a Master of Commedia dell’Arte. 
This year students may travel to Athens to explore the origin of Western 
drama. Last year’s graduating theatre seniors earned over 3.1 million 
dollars in scholarship offers. The national publication, Stage Directions 
Magazine, listed Dr. Phillips High School Theatre as one of the six best 
high school technical theatre programs in America. 

The TV PRODUCTION strand works in a large studio where students 
learn the various aspects of broadcast journalism and video production. 
Upper-level students produce a daily news show which is broadcast 
throughout the school. Students of all levels work on productions and 
projects which vary with students’ developing skill levels, interests, and 
resources: community service programs, public service announcements, 
passion projects, music videos, and more. For the dedicated student, 
opportunities exist for career-shadowing, internships, mentoring, 
excellent taping locales, and guest speakers. 

 

Tutoring 
Students on probation are encouraged to ask their instructors for 
extra help for classes they are experiencing difficulty with. 

Parent Support 
Quality education is the result of a joint effort on the part of students, 
teachers, and parents; all three are essential. Our program and students 
need parent support and encouragement. Teachers may be contacted by 
phone or e-mail; both are checked daily. If needed, parents may contact 
their child’s guidance counselor to make an appointment with a teacher; 
teachers are not available for unscheduled meetings during the school 
day. Parents are encouraged to become involved by assisting with fund- 
raising activities and field trips. County policy mandates that all parents 
who chaperone field trips register as ADDITIONS volunteers and be 
fingerprinted and screened in advance. 



VPA RECITAL INFORMATION 
A goal of the VPA Magnet Program is to provide students with 
opportunities to perform, observe their peers perform, and view 
professionals in the arts in a positive, supportive environment. The VPA 
Magnet Program holds mandatory monthly recitals to present students in 
recital format and to expose students to unique arts-related 
presentations. Students perform by teacher recommendation.  All 
daytime recitals begin promptly at 1:30 and end at 2:35. Students are 
expected to remain through the entire recital; attendance will be taken at 
the end. Any student missing more than 1 recital will be placed on 
probation. The MAY 12th, 7PM Senior Recital is MANDATORY 
ATTENDANCE. 

Evening Recital: August 27, 2019 7:00 PM 
1:20 Afternoon Recitals: October 16, November 13 for 2019 
January 15, February 5, March 11 for 2020 

Recital Dress 
Recital dress will only be required for evening performances.  VPA 
shirts are the REQUIRED dress for afternoon recitals. VPA shirt 
required for admittance into the PAC for afternoon recitals. Students 
must sit in assigned seats. 

Recital Etiquette 
1. Respect others’ right to listen and enjoy. (Don’t talk, hum, whistle.) 
2. Arrive on time and stay through the recital. (1:20 – 2:30) 
3. Show our appreciation appropriately. (Polite applause at the end) 
4. Cell phones will be confiscated. (Includes text messaging, pictures, etc.) 

 

VPA POLICIES 
Requirements for Active Status in VPA Magnet 
1. Proper completion of application and audition. 
2. Enrollment in appropriate level VPA courses. VPA courses must be 

taken on the DPHS campus from a VPA instructor. 
3. 2.5 GPA on a 4.0 unweighted scale for each NINE WEEK grading 

period (DP courses only) and a B or better in VPA courses each 
grading period 

4. Attendance at monthly VPA recitals (Only one absence permitted) 
5. Good attendance and exemplary behavior record. 
6. Magnet students are encouraged to participate in extra-curricular 

activities. However, if a conflict occurs, the VPA activity takes 
precedence. 

Probation Policy 
A student enrolled in the VPA Magnet Program will be placed on probation 
due to any of the following: 
1. Failure to maintain a 2.5 GPA (unweighted) on a 4.0 scale for each 

nine-week grading period. 
 

2. Failure to maintain an A or B in a VPA class for each nine-week 



Grading period. 
3. Missing more than 1 VPA afternoon recital. 
4. Administrative suspension for any reason or more than four referrals for 

the school year. 
 

Notification of Probation 
1. Student grades will be monitored each nine-week grading period. 
2. Students and Parents are responsible for monitoring student status. 
3. A courtesy letter of notification will be sent to parents the first time a 

student falls below the grade requirements. The parent/guardian and 
student will be asked to sign and return the letter to the VPA office by 
the date stated but the probation IS NOT contingent upon the return of 
the signed letter. Probation will be in place whether the letter is returned 
as requested or not. 

4. If a student allows his/her grades to fall a second time, they will be 
placed on CONTRACT. A meeting will be set for the parent, student, 
VPA Coordinator and the AP over magnet programs. During this 
meeting the parent and student will sign and date the contract. This 
contract will state that if the student falls out of compliance again during 
any nine week grading period, they will be dismissed from the program. 

5. After being placed on contract, if a student falls out of compliance a third 
time they will be dismissed from the magnet program. The student will 
be notified when they have been dismissed but will not be removed from 
magnet classes or Dr. Phillips High School (if not their home school), 
until the end of the Semester. Once again, there is no longer an appeal 
process. The Magnet Administrator & Coordinator will consider extreme 
circumstances at the recommendation of magnet teachers. 

 
 
 

Removal from VPA Magnet 
Any Level IV offense will result in immediate removal from the program. 
Traditionally, removal from magnet status takes place at the end of the 
school year (semester dismissal is an option). Removal will result in the 
following: 
1. If a student is not part of the Dr. Phillips school district, he/she will be 

returned to his/her home school. A letter will be sent notifying the 
parents and school that the student will be returning to the home school. 

2. If a student is part of the Dr. Phillips school district, he/she will be 
removed from magnet classes. 
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